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Instructions for Implementing “Oak Tree Readers”
Objective: Readers in grades 3 – 5 will “branch out” to read a variety of genres, authors, and/or series. Palm tree readers have a long, narrow trunk and few leaves—like students who read in a long, narrow rut. All fantasy, all dinosaurs, etc. makes one a palm tree reader. The goal is to become, and remain, an oak tree reader.
Needed: 

· Carabineers – Wal-Mart, local school spirit supplier, or www.orientaltrading.com. 

· Genre tags from www.imagestuff.com. Call to ask how you can access the tags from other schools, like Sue Creech Elementary in Katy ISD, Katy, TX. It will save you set-up fees. Budget saver: Create a bulletin board wall using die-cut oak leaves. Add a leaf with the child’s name and genre/author/ series to the forest of long-limbed trees. You can get large trees leaves for this purpose from Upstart. It’s the Tree Progress Tracker.  

· Genre folder for each child. See forms at www.patmillerbooks.com. Ours were printed at our district print shop.
· List of titles, authors, series and number required for each grade. We printed these on cardstock that was kept in the genre folder.

     [Goal tags (AR) were ordered from www.cooketag.com/index.htm]

Procedure (for forms, go to www.patmillerbooks.com):
The Oak Tree Reader program was paired with the AR program. We used the AR score as a way to verify the book had been read. A score of 60 or higher was required before the book could be recorded on their genre folder. Our emphasis was on branching out rather than racking up AR points. Recognition was given for reaching self-made AR goals and reading broadly across genres, authors, and series.

1. Each child (gr. 3-5) began the year with a carabineer that they put on their backpack. Having it encouraged students to earn at least one tag. Budget saver: Give the carabineer with the first tag earned. Or use the oak tree bulletin board idea mentioned above.

2. Throughout the year, booktalk and display genres, authors, and series that are part of your Oak Tree program. Our books were all stickered by genre (realistic fiction was the genre without a sticker). Order from Highsmith or Demco.
3. Students used the genre forms like this:

a. In the narrow space on the left of the tag, students record the number of books needed to earn that tag. For most it was 3. Exceptions: Harry Potter, Redwall, Eragon needed 2. Each grade had an easier series that needed 4. 
b. The wider space on the left of the tag is for the name of the tag desired by genre, author, or series. Multiple tags can be worked on simultaneously—the record page keeps things sorted out. 

c. After the child has read and recorded the 3 titles and their AR scores, she prints and highlights the matching titles on the AR report and puts it in the folder. She puts her initials in the “I’m Ready” circle so I can tell which tag is complete. When the tag is verified, I initial “Tag Earned” and clip the tag to her folder.

d. Folders are submitted to a tray in my office all week. Every Monday, I go through the folders to verify, initial, and clip on tags. I return folders and tags every “Tag Tuesday”. 

When a child has earned 5 genre tags, he receives a medallion that says “I met the librarian’s challenge”. Ten genre tags earn an oak tree, awarded on morning televised announcements.

In place of an oak tree, give gift certificates to your book fair or other desirable awards that cost little—like lunch with the librarian. Perhaps you will have one living oak tree and every oak tree reader gets his name in a drawing to win the tree at the end of the year. Meanwhile, it will be growing in your library, encouraging your readers to be an oak tree reader—and branch out!
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NOTED SITES

NOTED SITES

Dav Pilkey, author website: The author of the Captain Underpants series (and the Caldecott honor book The Paper Boy) writes his autobiography as an online cartoon. The site contains a lot of games and activities that are fun, humorous, AND require reading! www.davpilkey.com 
Free Twisted Journeys e-book trial, Horror in Space, at ebooks.lernerbooks.com/redeemaccesscode. Use ABMW77DEAADC as the access code.  Reader is the protagonist and chooses the action.

America’s Battle of the Books: www.battleofthebooks.org A membership fee purchases book lists per grade (3-12), related questions, support materials, training CD, and much more for a friendly and fun competition that can include just your class or schools in your area. Battles have four styles, Friendly Family Feud, Academic Whiz Kid, Super Challenge, and Relay Style.

For 30-day free trial of Lerner Interactive books, go to http://freetrial.lernerbooks.com. Use on computer and whiteboard. 
Marc Brown e-book app: Marc Brown reads Arthur Turns Green which is interactive to the touch. Children can also record and play back their own narration for the story, color in scenes, and solve jigsaw puzzles. All for only 99 cents! (Limited time) 
itunes.apple.com/us/app/arthur-turns-green-by-marc/id432648138?mt=8 

Simon & Schuster provides two free e-books per month to registered tweens in their interactive book club, In the Bookloop. Security on the site is very tight. www.everloop.com 
Children’s Book Site: Collaboration between Macmillan and the UK’s newspaper Guardian to connect children with authors and books. Site includes book trailers, authors reading their works, and a secure place for children to post reviews and comments on what they’ve read. www.guardian.co.uk/childrens-books-site 

Other booktalk sites:  
BookTalk!    www.mackinbooktalk.com 

Jon Scieszka   www.guysread.com 
James Patterson’s Read Kiddo Read   www.readkiddoread.com 
Capstone: Make Stuff. Step-by-step instructions for magic tricks, paper folding, recipes, crafts, projects, and drawing. They are correlated to books on the same topics. capstonekids.com/make-stuff/index.html 
Ruckus Media, www.ruckusmediagroup.com/category/tags/ruckus-mobile-media, in collaboration with Fablevision, has begun releasing an interactive app a week of more than 80 original and licensed animated titles read by Hollywood stars and remastered for the iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch and Android Mobile devices.  
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Other Ideas
· Include nonfiction and “boy books” as your read-alouds

· Include boys when buying books—create a book order team
· Use nonfiction with lots of pictures. Boys thrive on spatial and graphics

· When discussing books, ask boys what they would do rather than how they would feel.

· Incorporate team efforts and games.

· Send boys to library to pull favorites for a class library. 

· Separate literature circles by gender.

· Invite male role models to speak
· Young Writers

Jarrett Krosoczka

Noah McCullough (age 10)
Alec Greven (age 9)
Authors

Phil Bildner (sports), 
Larry Brimner (nonfiction)

Illustrators
Mike Artell, Layne Johnson
Pop-Up Engineer


Bruce Foster

Promise to Read Community readers

Storytellers

Bill Wallace, Joe Hayes

Magicians

Songwriter / Scientist

Lucas Miller

Attributions for the photos on this handout, all available under a Creative Commons-Attribution-Noncommercial license (used with permission):

     “On the Cusp of Seven” by Woodley Wonderworks
     “New Book, Puppy Look” by OakleyOriginals
     “Untitled” by OakleyOriginals
Source of Book Basket Labels:





Beth Newingham, Gr. 3,                    


      Hill Elementary, MI


	� HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/newinghamlabels" \t "_parent" �http://tinyurl.com/newinghamlabels�


 


Barbara Gurian’s, Gr. 2,                                Plumb Elementary, FL � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/gurianlabels" \t "_parent" �http://tinyurl.com/gurianlabels� 





Go to � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/audioresearch" \t "_parent" �http://tinyurl.com/audioresearch� for research on listening to read alouds, and using audio books in the classroom.   











